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Recommendation(s) for action or decision: 

 

The Panel is recommended to: 

 

1. Scrutinise the contents of the City’s 'Brighter Futures: Improving Our Schools' Annual 

Report 2016. 

 

2. Comment on the scope and effectiveness of City of Wolverhampton Council’s response 

in securing the highest possible standards across all Wolverhampton schools. 
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1.0 Purpose 

 

1.1 To inform members of the Children,Young People and Families Scrutiny (CYPF) Panel of 

the contents of the 'Brighter Futures: Improving Our Schools' Annual Report 2016. The 

report outlines the City’s current position with regard to Ofsted outcomes, end of key 

stage outcomes, partnership working and next steps.  

 

1.2 The CYPF Panel is invited to scrutinise the contents of the report and make any 

suggestions or recommendations that strengthen the council’s ability to carry out its 

functions to monitor the performance of maintained schools in its area and ensure that 

where improvements are necessary, these are carried out effectively and expeditiously. 

 

2.0 Background 

 

2.1 To ensure that the Children and Young Peoples Scrutiny Panel are fully informed 

'Brighter Futures: Improving Our Schools' Annual Report 2016. 

 

3.0 Discussion 

  

See Appendix A - Annual Report PDF (hard copies will be made available)   

 

4.0 Financial implications 

 

4.1 The cost of implementation and monitoring of the Council’s actions to challenge and 

support schools to improve their end Ofsted outcomes has been included in the 

approved revenue budget for the Schools Standards service.  

 

The cost of educational failure is however significant for the school, for the community 

and for the City in economic terms. It is therefore evident that the role of the Local 

Authority (LA) in supporting raising standards in schools has financially significant 

implications for the Council and for the City.  

[OJ/24032016/A] 

 

5.0 Legal implication 

 

5.1 Under Section 13 of the Education Act 1996 the Council has a duty to contribute to the 

development of the community by securing efficient primary and secondary education 

and promote high standards in the city.  

 

Recent improvements in attainment and in the performance of schools suggest that the 

Council’s duties are being discharged.  

[TS/23032016/F] 
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6.0 Equalities implications 

 

6.1 Some pupils and some schools face greater challenges in achieving educational 

success; there are therefore profound equalities implications to the LA and to schools in 

ensuring that every child and young person achieves their full potential and every school 

provides good educational outcomes.  

 

A coherent and effective strategy to support schools is in place and Ofsted regularly audit 

all of this work.  

 

7.0 Environmental implications 

 

7.1 There are no direct environmental implications arising from this report 

. 

8.0 Human resources implications 

 

8.1 Where the Headteacher, staff or governors require support or training there can be 

significant human resource implications. The wider social costs of educational 

underachievement or failure have been previously referred to.  

 

9.0 Corporate landlord implications 

 

9.1 There are no direct corporate landlord implications arising from this report 

 

10.0 Schedule of background papers 

 

10.1 N/A 
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APPENDIX A  
 

'Brighter Futures: Improving Our Schools' Annual  
 

Report 2016. 
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